
 

 

 

 

 

Annie Lennard Key Stage 2 

 Autumn 2 Christmas Reading Newsletter 

Welcome to our Christmas newsletter. Read on to find out 
about 

new fiction and non-fiction releases, types of book genres and 

recommendations, signposts to reading resources and a section about magazine 
subscriptions… 

 

Reading Resources 

Free literacy teaching resources | National Literacy Trust 

Nursery Rhymes in the Early Years | National Literacy Trust for any younger siblings 

Walk and talk trail for 0-5 year olds | National Literacy Trust for any younger siblings  

We Wonder: Journey into Space reading challenge 2023/2024 | National Literacy Trust an 
interesting competition for older children- click to enter! 

Wicked Writers: Be the Change | National Literacy Trust links to the Wicked musical- for older 
children- click to enter! 

Picture This! | National Literacy Trust picture reading competition- click to enter! 

 

Dates of note 
 

Events in the Spring Term 2024 calendar 

January 2024 

Reading Champions STEM Challenge: We Wonder - Journey into Space 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/free-resources/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/nursery-rhymes-in-the-early-years/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/walk-and-talk-trail/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/competitions/we-wonder-journey-into-space/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/programmes/young-writers/wicked-writers-be-the-change/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/competitions/picture-this-reading-challenge/


• Date: Launching 16 January 
• Following the framework of 'read, launch, navigate', students will be tasked 

with designing their own rocket and planning a journey into space for our new 
challenge in partnership with Turner & Townsend 

• We Wonder: Journey into Space reading challenge - sign up now to take part 

Holocaust Memorial Day 

• Date: 27 January 2024 
• Developed in partnership with trusted experts, our resources and events 

support students to understand the terrible impact of the Holocaust, and 
reflect on actions we can take to secure a safer future. 

• Holocaust Memorial Day - for 2024 we'll be providing an exclusive Tom 
Palmer story, related activities and worksheets, and a free live event - on 
Friday 26 January - for ages 10 to 14. 

National Storytelling Week 

• Date: 27 January to 4 February 2024 
• A week-long celebration of stories – spoken or written – encouraging creativity 

and self-expression enabling children to tell their own stories. 
• National Storytelling Week - resources and events from early years through to 

KS3. 

Wicked Writers: Be the Change writing competition 

• Date: Launches 29 January 2024 
• In partnership with acclaimed stage-musical Wicked, this persuasive writing 

competition for pupils aged 9 to 14 focuses on positive changes they would 
like to make for the environment. 

• Wicked Writers: Be the Change - sign up now to take part. 

February 2024 

Children's Mental Health Week 

• Date: 5 to 11 February 2024 
• Shining a spotlight on the importance of children and young people's mental 

health, and building on research findings that link literacy engagement with 
wellbeing. We have resources to help inspire pupils to explore their emotions, 
make meaningful connections and write for their wellbeing. 

• Children's Mental Health Week 
• Supporting wellbeing through literacy teaching 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/competitions/we-wonder-journey-into-space/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/holocaust-memorial-day/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/national-storytelling-week/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/competitions/wicked-writers/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/childrens-mental-health-week/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/primary/literacy-wellbeing/


Safer Internet Day 

• Date: 6 February 2024 
• Support pupils to develop critical and digital literacy skills helping them to 

navigate news, information and the digital environment safely. 
• NewsWise cross-curricular news literacy resources 
• Classroom discussion activity: online communication and wellbeing 
• Safer Internet Day: social media spectrum activity 

If you're working in Alternative Provision with girls aged 11 to 14, take a look 
at Empower, our targeted critical media literacy programme. 

Chinese New Year 

Date: 10 February 2024 

• Coming soon - a new Hot Topic Resource filled with literacy ideas, activities 
and recommended reads. 

• Explore other Hot Topic resource moments for inspiration across the year 

 

Must have reads (Fiction) 
Meet Cosima Unfortunate, and prepare to go on the adventure of a lifetime . . . A breathtaking tale of 
mystery, family and friendship from a phenomenal new voice, perfect for fans of Katherine Rundell, 
Tamzin Merchant, Hana Tooke and Robin Stevens. 

‘Gorgeous and powerfully inclusive…’ Aisling Fowler, author of Fireborn 

Cosima has spent all her life at the Home for Unfortunate Girls, along with her best friends: Pearl, Mary 
and Diya. Cos longs for a real home and a real family. But when Cos finds out that famed explorer Lord 
Francis Fitzroy is planning to adopt them, she and her friends know something suspicious is afoot – and 
they make a plan. They’re going to steal Fitzroy’s prized tiara, containing the legendary Star Diamond of 
India! 

But as the big day draws closer, Cos stumbles across a mysterious treasure map that might just reveal the 
one secret she’s always wanted to know – the truth about her parents… 

Exciting, warm, funny, moving, and featuring joyous and authentic disabled representation, be prepared 
to have your heart stolen by Cosima and friends. 
 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/newswise-cross-curricular-news-literacy-resources/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/classroom-discussion-activity-online-communication-and-wellbeing/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/safer-internet-day-social-media-spectrum-activity/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/programmes/alternative-provision/empower-a-critical-media-literacy-programme/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/?keyword=hot+topic&keyword=hot+topic&filter=true


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A writer of comic genius - he has something of Roald Dahl's magic, but more heart' - Sunday Telegraph 
 
No matter how big the show – family, friendship and adventure shine through in The Wonder Brothers by 
multi-award-winning author Frank Cottrell-Boyce, illustrated throughout by Steven Lenton. 
 
Cousins Middy and Nathan love magic. The on-stage, cape-swirling, bunny-out-of-a-hat kind. 
 
For Middy, it’s all about patience and practice. She uses magic skills to help her out of tricky situations. 
 
Nathan is a show-off and a total danger magnet, he is drawn to the sensation, spectacle and audience. 
 
So when the famous Blackpool Tower dramatically vanishes the night of the Grand Lights Switch-On, 
showman Nathan announces live on TV that they will magic it back home. 
 
With a stick of rock, a spangly cape, and a bit of misdirection, they end up lost in Las Vegas, home to 
the grand master of illusion, Perplexion, ‘Legend of Magic’. 
 
Full of tricks, twists and deceptions, the delightful Nathan and Middy will keep you guessing until the 
very end. 



 
Black Panther meets Percy Jackson in this action-packed superhero series about a British-Nigerian girl 
who learns that her Afro hair has psychokinetic powers. Soon to be a feature film with a major streamer!  
 
Check out the complete series – Onyeka and the Rise of the Rebels is out now and Onyeka and the 
Heroes of the Dawn is out March 2024. And don't miss Onyeka and the Secret Superhero, the special 
World Book Day story coming February 2024!  
 
‘Onyeka is the superhero you’ve been waiting for.’ Kiran Millwood Hargrave, author of The Girl of Ink 
and Stars 
 
Onyeka has a lot of hair – the kind that makes strangers stop in the street. When she makes the 
important discovery that she can control her hair with her mind, she's whisked off to the Academy of the 
Sun, a school in Nigeria where Solari – children with superpowers – are trained 
 
But Onyeka and her new friends at the Academy soon have to put their powers to the test as they find 
themselves caught up in an epic battle . . . one that puts the future of all Solari at risk. 

 



 

 

Must have reads- Non-fiction 

 

As in his hugely popular previous book, Flower Power, Olaf Hajek's wondrously imaginative 
and detailed portraits are paired with engaging and eye-opening texts. 

 

The book shows how each vegetable appears in its natural soil habitat, and how it might be 
eaten today. Health benefits, historical tidbits, and botanical oddities are seamlessly woven 
into each spread. 



From the first spring onion, to pumpkins harvested just before the frost, this inviting journey 
through the growing season celebrates the artistic, historical, and culinary bounty that 
awaits us in the garden and at the table. 

 

Winner of the information book category of the UKLA Book Awards 2020. 
 
Katherine Johnson is the mathematical genius who helped make the historic Apollo 11 moon landings 
possible and made sure that Apollo 13 returned home safely when the mission was in critical danger. 
 
As a child, Katherine loved to count. She counted the steps on the road, the number of dishes and spoons 
she washed in the kitchen sink, everything! Boundless, curious, and excited by calculations, young 
Katherine longed to know as much as she could about maths, about the universe . . . 
 
Helaine Becker interviewed Katherine and her family for this authorized biography. From Katherine's early 
beginnings as a gifted student to her heroic accomplishments as a prominent mathematician at NASA, 
this is the true story of a groundbreaking African-American woman who went above and beyond what 
was expected of her in the 1960s, saving lives and making enormous contributions to history. Featuring 
Dow Phumiruk's gorgeous full-colour illustrations throughout. 

 

 

 

Why did Roman emperors wear purple? Which colour is made from crushed beetles? What green pigment 
might be used to build super-fast computers of the future? Find out the answers to these and many more 



questions in this vibrant exploration of the stories behind different colours, and the roles they've played 
throughout history. From black to white, and all the colours in between, every shade has a story to tell. 
Each colour group is introduced with a stunning and interpretive double-page spread illustration, followed 
by illustrated entries exploring the ‘colourful’ history of particular shades. With vivid, thought-provoking 
illustrations and engaging bite-sized text, this book is a feast for the eyes and the mind, ready to enthral 
budding artists and historians alike. 

 

 
 

 

Top Ten Children’s Books of 2023 

See the link below for a guide about the most popular children’s books this year. 

 
Best children’s books of 2023 | Best books of the year | The Guardian 

 

Magazines 

Year 6 have been enjoying their magazine subscription ‘The Phoenix’.  

See below for some past copies and links to them.  

https://thephoenixcomic.co.uk/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI1LCOgKr0-wIVlZ3VCh0RdgqyEAAYASAAEgL21PD_BwE  

https://thephoenixcomic.co.uk/Page/Index/500 video of a free copy to read online.  

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2023/dec/07/best-childrens-books-of-2023
https://thephoenixcomic.co.uk/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI1LCOgKr0-wIVlZ3VCh0RdgqyEAAYASAAEgL21PD_BwE
https://thephoenixcomic.co.uk/Page/Index/500


Here you'll find videos and instructions for how to draw everything from superheroes to monsters, buildings 
and more, all from professional Phoenix Creators! Click on one of the categories below to start exploring and 
get creative...  

https://thephoenixcomic.co.uk/Page/Index/SkillsHub 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Competitions  
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/competitions click here for the latest 
competitions to enter.  

https://thephoenixcomic.co.uk/Page/Index/SkillsHub
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/competitions


Book talk – Pie Corbett  

See below a list of questions you could use when you are talking about 
books: 
‘Book-talk’ is about the ability to talk about books, developing the confidence to offer ideas and then reshape 
them in the light of other contributions. It helps children to trust their own ideas and interpretations, to talk 
effectively about a book, deepening their understanding, shifting their ideas, thinking together and moving 
comprehension forwards. ‘Book-talk’ only works if the books have anything worth saying about them. The 
quality of the book determines the depth of discussion. It is important to accept all answers positively about 
the books that children read. Children are encouraged to raise questions as well as make points and 
suggestions. (Pie Corbett, 2008) 

• What sorts of things did you like or dislike? Was there anything that puzzled you? 
• Have you read any other books like this? How did they compare? Which parts of the 

book stay in your mind most vividly? How did the main character change? What 
surprises are there in the book? 

• How long did it take the story to happen? Where did the story happen? Which 
character interested you most? Who was telling the story? Talk about the links 
between the story and the illustrations. 

 

 

Happy reading 
and have a 
lovely Christmas 
and happy new 
year,   

Mrs Groves         

 


